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somewhat the same meaning as the Assyrian, but this is Mr. Thompson's
translation : We Irhulina (?), Benhadad, send a message to (or greet)
the lord of Tabal, the son of the ally of our ancestors,' 0 Lalli (?), our (?)
ally, make alliance with us.' Even allowing that the details are not to
be pressed, we submit that this is not the sort of thing people said in
inscriptions. Mr. Thompson, too, feels this, and suggests that the stones
were actually sent as letters; but the size and weight of most of them
jnakes this explanation appear truly desperate. B.

One of the latest books on the ancient history of India is the
Jittle volume entitled Ancient India, by Professor E. J. Rapson (Cam-
bridge : University Press, 1914). The reputation of the author guarantees
-the sound scholarship of the book, which is intended to be intelligible
-to the general reader, to give a clear outline of the early history of India
flo far as it has been recovered, and to sketch the salient features of the
religious systems of the country. Mr. Rapson's work is intelligible enough,
"but seems rather lacking in clearness of historical statement. He
reminds his readers that we are fully informed concerning the political
.and municipal institutions of Asoka's grandfather, Chandragupta Maurya,
but gives us no particulars about those very remarkable institutions. Simi-
Jarly, the author omits to give a picture of the work done by Asoka. His
^statement that the great emperor in his latter years became a monk living
}n seclusion is not warranted by evidence, and seems opposed to the
•testimony of the latest inscriptions of the reign. The defects indicated
jean be easily remedied in a second edition, which is likely to be called for.

V. A. S.

Mr. T. Lloyd is a political economist who has wandered from the
-fields of currency and finance into those of prehistoric ethnology and
-comparative philology, and in The Making of the Roman People (London :
Longmans, 1914) endeavours to show that Latin is a Celtic tongue imposed
by Gaulish conquerors on the primitive inhabitants of Latium, who
belonged to the brown Mediterranean race. There has, no doubt, been

;a tendency of recent years to seek an explanation of the struggle between
^Patrician and Plebeian in early Rome in a presumed difference of race.
Professor Ridgeway (to whom Mr. Lloyd refers, though not by name), in

'.his pamphlet, Who were the Romans ? furnishes another example of this
itype of theory, and the fact that the phenomena lend themselves to such
.diverse explanations makes it difficult to feel confidence in any. It is also
-.true that there .are marked affinities between the Italic group of languages
. and the Celtic : tjiiw is, however, not a matter for surprise, since both were
. spoken by the western offshoots of the Indo-European stock. Sober philo-
logists, however, will not allow that the facts warrant any further deduc-

• tions—certainly they will not be convinced that Latin should be grouped
.amongst the-Celtic dialects by an argument based on such resemblances
between individual words as those tabulated by Mr. Lloyd. Amongst
them we find the following curiosity : Gaelic Bromdnach (rude) = Latin

_Brum. Thjs ;is., indeed, a dark saying. The following passage reads
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strangely at the present time (it should be erplained that it refers mainly
to medieval conditions) :

The true interest of the Germans was not to humble France but to extend their
own rule over the Slavs and to expel the Turks from Europe. Most thoughtful Germans
recognize that now. But how many Germans saw it in the past T

H. S. J.

All serious students of history know the value of coins as illustrating
the story of mankind in its artistic, linguistic, religious, social, and political
aspects. In Europe, where written documents abound, the help given by
numismatic science to the historian is of a subsidiary kind, required for
the filling in of minute details rather than for constructing the framework
of the narrative. In India, where contemporary written documents are
comparatively few and meagre, the evidence of coins plays a part far more
important, and constitutes one of the fundamental bases of the historian's
work. Sometimes, as in the case of the Graeco-Bactrian kingdoms, the
numismatic testimony is almost the sole source of our knowledge. But
the coinage of the Gupta Empire in northern India during the fourth
and fifth centuries of the Christian era is of special interest, because the
evidence of the coins is supported throughout by dated inscriptions and
other documents which enable the historian to feel practically certain
about the chronology and to tell his story in considerable detail. The
latest volume of the official Catalogue of the Indian Coins in the British
Museum, by Mr. John Allan, entitled Catalogue of the Coins of the Gupta
Dynasties and of SatCmka, king ofGauda (printed by order of the trustees,
1914), treats the subject in a masterly and satisfactory manner. The twenty-
four plates are perfect, and in the text all legends are given in facsimile
regardless of expense. Mr. Allan has studied every publication bearing on .
his subject, and has had the advantage, by reason of his position at the
British Museum, of being able to collect information from every direction.
His catalogue includes many coins from collections in cabinets other than
that of the Museum, which possesses by far the best series of Gupta coins.
Although the author's studies may be fairly described as exhaustive, many
difficulties still remain to exercise the acumen and ingenuity of future
inquirers. The legends especially, in the decipherment of which Mr. Allan
has made much progress, are not yet fully understood. The historical
problems are of a nature too special to interest many readers of this
Review, and it will suffice to say that Mr. Allan's treatment of them, if
not always absolutely convincing, is invariably based on thorough know-
ledge of the facts and supported by weighty arguments. V. A. S.

Under the title of The English Borough in the Twelfth Century (Cam-
bridge : University Press, 1914), Mr. A. Ballard reprints two lectures,
(1) Burgess and Lord, (2) Borough and Hundred, which he delivered at
Oxford in October 1913, with brief notes, appendixes, and tables. The
lectures are in the main a shorter and more popular restatement of the
conclusions reached in the introduction to his British Borough Charters.
Miss Bateson's criticism in this Review has induced Mr. Ballard to with-
draw from the position taken up in his Domesday Boroughs, that there
was nothing to lead us to suppose that the borough court ever excluded

 at E
m

ory U
niversity on A

ugust 17, 2015
http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

